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IMEAP — International Mercury-Treaty 
Enabling Activities Program

This project focuses on the main sources 
of environmental release of mercury in 
Argentina based on documented sources 
and interviews with officials. The project 
report focuses on a mercury- contaminated 
site caused by releases from a chlor-alkali 
industry facility (Indupa). This site is near 
the city of Cinco Saltos, Rio Negro Province, 
where interviews with former workers 
and authorities were conducted. Similarly, 
interviews were held with various officials in 
different ministries to accelerate the process 
of ratification of the Minamata Convention 
on Mercury. In the case of the mercury-
contaminated site in Cinco Saltos, in 2014 
the industry finally presented the final 

report of the environmental audit of the site 
that began in 2007 to the local community. 
Taking into account the intention of Article 
12 of the Convention, a risk assessment to 
human health from the mercury compounds 
at the site in Cinco Saltos should be 
conducted and analyzed by an audit process 
and communicated to the community.

As a result of the project there is a better 
understanding of some of the main sources 
of environmental release of mercury in 
Argentina.

Related Convention Articles: 5, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 16, 17, 18

IMEAP  
Case Study: 

Situación Nacional del mercurio en Argentina y  
Cinco Saltos: un sitio contaminado con mercurio

Taller Ecologista
Argentina

Indupa company fully operational in the ‘70s. 
(Source: Commission of Self-Organized Neighbors in Defense of the Environment)


