Children’s Products, School Supplies, and Other
Products in the Philippines (2011)

Toxic heavy metals found in children’s products on the Chinese market

In 2011, IPEN member Ecowaste Coalition tested plastic and other products for high levels of
lead and other toxic metals.

Children’s Products

This study measured toxic metals in 435 children’s products in Cebu, Davao and the metro
Manila area in the Philippines. Measurements were performed using a hand-held X-ray
fluorescence analyzer (XRF) and focused on antimony, arsenic, cadmium, chromium, lead, and
mercury. Approximately 29% of the products contained at least one toxic metal above levels of
concern. The data revealed 67 products (15%) that contained lead at or above the US
regulatory limit. Fifty-seven samples (13%) contained more than one toxic metal. The study also
found children’s toy cosmetics with mercury levels ranging from 4 — 77 times higher than the
regulatory limit in the Philippines. In toys and children’s products from Metro Manila, 30% tested
with at least one toxic metal above levels of concern. The findings raise safety concerns for
exposure in children and highlight the need for protective national regulatory policies. To our
knowledge, this is the first publically available investigation of toxic metals in children’s products
in the Philippines.

School Supplies

This study targeted common school supplies, testing 25 samples of school supplies in addition
to the 435 children’s products from Metro Manila, Metro Cebu and Davao, for toxic heavy
metals. Lead was detected in 15 of the 25 samples (60%) with levels ranging from 96 parts per
million (ppm) up to 14,100 ppm. The US threshold limit for lead is 90 ppm under the Consumer
Product Safety Improvement Act of 2008.

The top five samples that registered the highest lead contents include: 1) a yellow PVC Tweety
raincoat (14,100 ppm of lead), 2) a light yellow PVC Tazmanian Devil raincoat (4,741 ppm), 3) a
green Spiderman backpack with lunch bag (2,852 ppm), 4) a yellow Spongebob shoulder bag
(2,478 ppm) and 5) a yellow Spongebob pencil case (1,561 ppm).

Responses from the Philippine Government and Industry

Food and Drug Administration



The Philippine Food and Drug Administration Director issued a press statement on consumer
safety supporting the EcoWaste Coalition-IPEN research survey on the presence of toxic
substances in consumer products.

The Director and the entire laboratory staff of the FDA Central Office attended the Ecowaste
press conference, as an expression of support, where the Manila XRF test results were
disclosed. The Director instructed the FDA satellite offices to join the succeeding press
conferences in Cebu and Davao and to read the agency’s statement.

Senate Investigation to Strengthen Regulation

A resolution was proposed in the Philippine Senate to conduct a senate investigation on the
need to strengthen current regulation that will eliminate the use of toxic chemicals in children’s
products.

Cebu Council Supports Results of Study

Authored by Environment Committee Chair, the City Council of Cebu unanimously approved in
August 10, two (2) resolutions in support of the results of the Cebu XRF activity. The Education
Secretary, reacting to the release of the test results on school supplies, said: “The safety of our
students is our primary concern. We fully support EcoWaste Coalition in their advocacy to
ensure that school supplies are safe from harmful chemicals and we join their call to
manufacturers, importers, distributors, wholesalers and retailers to produce only toxic-free
products for our children.”

The Bureau of Customs (BoC) announced they would take precautionary measures to prevent
toxic products from entering the country’s ports and being sold in the market.

Industry Reaction

Retailer Returns Toxic Products to Manufacturers

National Bookstore returned to vendors products that have been found to contain lead and other
toxic metals. They also advised suppliers to comply with the labeling requirements under the
Consumer Act of the Philippines and Food and Drug Administration Act.

Stores Pull Products off Shelves

Robinsons Corporation/ Toys R Us informed EcoWaste that they already pulled out toys and
children’s items identified as toxic. The company Ocean Glass, one of Asia’s leading glass
tableware brands called EcoWaste to know about the research findings. Robinsons Corporation
has put the item on hold (a Bubblegum glass), which tested with high levels of lead. SM
Department Store/ Toy Kingdom sent an advisory to all its branches to pull out the toxic toys
identified in the research.
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