
Why Action on Highly Hazardous Pesticides is Needed

Highly Hazardous Pesticides (HHPs) are a 
threat to human health and the environment 
with significant impacts on developing and 
transition countries. More than 140 countries 
called for action during the 2013-2014 SAICM 
regional meetings.

Safer Alternatives to HHPs
PAN and IPEN support the advice from international 
agencies such as FAO, international studies such as 
IAASTD, and two UN Special Rapporteurs on the 
Right to Food, that the best way forward is ecosystem 
approaches to pest management such as agroecology, 
ecosystem-based IPM, etc. In 2011, the Conference of 
the Parties to the Stockholm Convention also agreed that 
when replacing the HHP endosulfan, priority should 
be given to ecosystem approaches to pest management. 
These alternatives are technically feasible and available.

Additionally, the UNEP Cost of Inaction Report notes 
that:

its national IPM programme from 2001 to 2020 is 
 

while the increase in household incomes is 1.5-4.8%.

Action and Assistance on HHPs
PAN and IPEN are of the view that countries need assistance with information 
about and implementation of ecosystem approaches to pest management to 
assist with their successful phase-out of HHPs.

For more information and references see  

Pesticide Action Network International

www.ipen.org

pan-international.org



ACTION IS NEEDED TO  
PHASE OUT HHPS BECAUSE

HUMAN HEALTH
Acute effects on health range 
from seemingly mild symptoms 
to much more severe symptoms, 
some leading to chronic disability 
or death. Other chronic effects may 
result with no acute symptoms and 
little outward effect, yet still can 
undermine a person’s health for 
the rest of their lives, and may also 
affect future generations.

ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACTS
Pesticides contaminate soil, 
water, air, rain, fog, snow, 
ice, flora, fauna, and humans 
throughout the world. They 
under-mine ecosystem stability 
and threaten global biodiversity.

COSTS
Estimates of costs are difficult to 
make, but several studies provide 
some indications of the economic 
consequences of HHP use.
The UNEP Cost of Inaction Report 
notes: 
• A conservative future risk 

scenario analysis suggests that 
accumulated health costs of injury 
to smallholder pesticide users in 
sub-Saharan Africa will amount to 
approximately USD 97 billion by 
2020.

• In Europe, there is an estimated 
monetized value of USD 15 million 
per year for hospitalisations, 
and USD 3.9 million from lost 
work resulting from pesticide 
poisonings.


