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IPEN Women’s Caucus Roundtable
Conversation Held in Bangkok

01 October 2019

Following Regional Meetings at the Third Meeting of the Intersessional Process for SAICM
beyond 2020, IPEN convened a Women’s Caucus informal roundtable conversation in Bangkok,
Thailand.

In 2017, an IPEN Women’s Caucus was established to provide a forum for planning, discussion, and
engagement around gender issues. One of the three focus areas identified was to work on gender
issues within the IPEN network, including creating opportunities for training and for women to
share experiences.

Engaging with policy makers on local, regional and international levels is a core element of IPEN"s
work. However, women sometimes face challenges in doing so simply because of their gender.
Therefore, providing venues where women in IPEN can share experiences, discuss strategies and
share skills is an important tool for empowering women to fully engage in policy making arenas at
all levels.

Former Co-Chair Dr. Olga Speranskaya led off the conversation, with comments from Sherika
Whitelocke-Ballingsing (Jamaica), Gohar Khojayan (Armenia), and Alexandra Caterbow (Germany)
about their own experiences working on chemicals-related policy locally, nationally and/or

internationally.

We then heard from many attendees about their experiences and about what they are focusing on
in their work to empower women and address gender inequalities.

IPEN Women's Caucus meetings aim to:

¢ Share experiences and skills among IPEN women active in the global, regional and/or local
policy arena
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e Strengthen IPEN women participating in the BRS COPs, and other policy meetings

e Provide a support structure for women NGO participants, both new and experienced

e Gather input for next steps of the Caucus and a potential strategy for engaging new women
in IPEN s policy work

Twenty-two women attended the meeting, coming from Armenia, Bangladesh, Benin, Belgium,
Bulgaria, China, Germany, Indonesia, Italy, Jamaica, Philippines, Russia, Senegal, South Africa,
Sweden, Tunisia, Uganda, Uruguay and USA.
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Related Items:
IPEN Women’s Caucus Meeting and Policy Skillshare Held in Geneva ¢ IPEN - UNEP Partnership on

Gender and Chemicals Announced

Tags: Women e« Women and Chemicals ¢ Gender

IN THE NEWS

Seventh United Nations Environmental Assembly (UNEA-7)

Mercury Treaty Fails to Address the Gold Mining Crisis

CNN: IPEN Exposes Toxic Plastic Chemicals in Our Daily Lives

IPEN General Assembly Elects New Co-Chair Gohar Khojayan of Armenia

IPEN Participating Organizations Champion Lead Paint Elimination, Children’s Health Protection in 2025 International Lead
Poisoning Prevention Week

Indigenous Women in Peru and Nicaragua Face Mercury Contamination from Small-Scale Gold Mining
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Chemical Review Panel Delays Action on Highly Toxic Substances, Threatening Health and the Environment Globally

New Study Reveals Alarming Levels of Toxic Chemicals in Free-range Eggs from 5 Continents

Toxic Truths and Tender Love: Why Mothers Must Speak Out

IPEN at the Plastics Treaty INC-5.2

$1 Billion Judgment Ordered Following Container Ship Spill of Plastic Pellets and Chemicals

Massive Amounts of Mercury for Gold Mining are Smuggled from Mexico, Polluting the Amazon and Threatening Indigenous Peoples
Health Experts Call on Plastics Treaty Delegates to Protect Children and Families from Toxic Plastic Chemicals

Chemicals in Recycled Plastics Impact Hormone Systems and Fat Metabolism in Fish Larvae

Science Panel Established, but Protections for Environment and Health Remain in Limbo
MORE

IPEN Secretariat:
ipen@ipen.org

@ToxicsFree
ToxicsFree

IPEN Youtube

IPEN (International Pollutants Elimination Network) is a global network of public interest organizations improving
chemical policies and raising public awareness to ensure that hazardous substances are no longer produced, used, or
disposed of in ways that harm human health and the environment. IPEN's Privacy Policy

IPEN is registered in Sweden as a non-profit, public interest organization.

All contents © Copyright 2025, IPEN. All rights reserved.
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