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      Women and Chemicals Blog

IPEN has created a space on its website dedicated for women leaders to share their
stories and information regarding women and chemicals. 
Read the articles here:
1. July: Toxic Chemicals and Women’s Health in Sri Lanka
2. August: Toxic Chemicals and Women’s Health in Mexico
3. September: Claiming our Right to Live in a Healthy and Toxics-Free Environment
4. October: Women’s Health and the Proliferation of Toxic Chemicals
5. November: In Kazakhstan, Raising Concerns on Women’s Health and Chemical
Safety
6.  December:  A more  inclusive  movement  for  a  healthier  environment  by  Nikola
Jelinek
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Factsheet: Women’s Health and Chemical Exposures

IPEN developed a new factsheet on "Women's Health and Chemical Exposures".

Summary:
Chemicals are common ingredients in most of the products we consume, they are
used from the production stage, they last throughout the use of products, and once
disposed, they can remain in the environment long after, if not forever.

In  2015,  the  United  Nations  Member  States  adopted  the  2030  Agenda  for
Sustainable  Development,  which  includes  17  Sustainable  Development  Goals
(SDGs) that can serve as the blueprint to achieve a better and more sustainable
future  for  all.  While  there  is  no separate  goal  to  achieve sound management  of
chemicals and wastes, this is essential for reaching most of the goals.
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Gender Equality is a separate goal (Goal 5) but is also a prerequisite for reaching
most of the other goals, so it is imperative to achieve this in order to achieve other
SDGs.  All  people,  regardless  of  gender  identity,  must  have  the  same  rights,
responsibilities, and opportunities to participate in the work toward management of
chemicals and wastes, which is vital to achieve the majority of the 2030 SDGs.

Gender resolution adopted at SAICM ICCM5

At SAICM ICCM5 a draft  gender  resolution co-sponsored by many organizations
including  IPEN  was  tabled  in  Plenary.  It  was  put  forward  with  an  objective  to
mainstream gender through gender responsive actions such as the implementation
of the gender action plan.

I am glad to share that this gender resolution was adopted in the conference. In its
resolution (SAICM/ICCM.5/CRP.12), the Conference: requests the Secretariat, with
the  participation  of  interested  stakeholders,  to  develop  a  gender  action  plan  for
consideration by the Conference at its next session to advance towards full, equal
and  meaningful  participation  by  all  women  in  decision-making,  and  to  promote
gender-responsive  policies  and  mainstreaming  a  gender  perspective  in  the
implementation of the framework.
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       Women's Caucus meeting

On 28 September, 2023, 17 members of IPEN’s Women’s Caucus joined together in
Bonn,  Germany,  during  the    Strategic  Approach  to  International  Chemicals
Management (SAICM), Fifth Meeting of the International Conference on Chemicals
Management (ICCM5). The meeting was facilitated by IPEN Women Caucus co-chair
Olga Speranskaya. 

Many needs and gaps were identified in women and chemical issues that the caucus
will continue to work on.

Know more about IPEN at www.ipen.org or contact us at ipen@ipen.org
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Copyright © 2025 Non profit, All rights reserved.

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.
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